ANT 110 – Introduction to Archaeology




Spring 2007

Monday/Wednesday 2-3:15 pm 527 French Hall
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Instructor: Megan M. McCullen

Office: 526A French Hall

e-mail: mccullen@umflint.edu 

Phone: (810) 762-3341

Office Hours:
M 3:30-4:30 pm



W 1-2 pm

Synopsis: 

The purpose of this course is to give you an introduction to anthropological archaeology.  The course will discuss the history and development of archaeology, the methods and techniques used be archaeologists, different social theories used to understand cultures past and present, and major cultural concepts that are examined by archaeologists. Current events and issues related to the modern practice of archaeology will also be discussed.  By the end of the semester, students will be expected to be able to use critical thinking skills to determine the methods and theories archaeologists might apply to various archaeological sites and research questions.

Required Textbooks:

Archaeology: Theories, Methods, and Practice. 4th edition. Thames and Hudson.

Renfrew, Colin and Paul Bahn (2004). ISBN 0500284415.
The Theory and Practice of Archaeology: A Workbook. 3rd edition. Prentice Hall. Patterson, Thomas. 

ISBN: 0131898051.
Note: This book is also available as an e-book. ISBN: 0131288717. http://www.safarix.com/0131898051

Other required short readings will be posted on Blackboard.

Grading:

3 Non-cumulative exams worth 20% each

60%

Class participation



10%

Take home Patterson Problems


20%

Book Review




10%




Total
            100%

Zero Tolerance Cheating Policy:

Any cheating on exams, homework, plagiarism, or other dishonesty will result in failure in the course. 
Blackboard:

This class has a Blackboard website.  Blackboard is an online program used by the University of Michigan to enhance student learning.  Supplemental readings will be posted on Blackboard.  In addition, a copy of the course syllabus, assignments, study guides and handouts will be available on Blackboard.  If you ever lose copies of anything, you can print them off of Blackboard or read them on-line.  Computer labs are available on campus for students who do not have access to the internet elsewhere.  In addition, the computer in the archaeology lab is available for your use.

Book Review:

The purpose of the book review is to allow you to explore a particular aspect of archaeology in more detail.  A list of possible books will be passed out a few weeks into the semester, along with an example of a book review and formatting guidelines. You should pick a book that sounds interesting to you.  Students will write a 2-3 page double spaced review of the book that not only describes its general content, but also evaluates the book. 

Class Participation:

Since archaeology is a ‘hands-on’ activity, it is essential for students to be in class to participate in activities and discussions.  Regular attendance roles will not be taken. Instead, in-class activities will be turned in to the instructor so they may be used as attendance records, but they will not be graded.  On occasion we will use the Patterson book in class, and you will be notified in the preceding class period, and on Blackboard, that you should bring it in with you.  If you need to miss a class, contact me as soon as possible, preferably before the class, to let me know.

Patterson Problems: Your Patterson workbook will give you a chance to try out the skills that archaeologists use yourself.  Some of the problems will be done as in-class activities and count towards your class participation.  The others will be done as homework assignments, and will require more writing and analysis than those we do together in class.  You will not be required to answer every question of every Patterson Problem, I will select certain questions from the book, or write up a handout of questions for you to answer for each problem.  Please type or use legible handwriting.

Lab Access:

This course is held in the Archaeology Lab in French Hall.  There is a computer in the back of the lab which is available for your use for class assignments or to access blackboard. The lab is open throughout the day, whenever it is not in use for a class lecture.  A schedule for the lab will be posted next outside the back door within the first few weeks of the semester. If you would like to use the computer, go into the Sociology, Anthropology and Criminal Justice Office (right across the hall) and ask Dr. Smith, Lynne or myself and one of us can let you into the lab.

If you are ever confused by material covered in the course, or find you are not doing well, please do not hesitate to come by my office or e-mail me.  The sooner you start to deal with a problem, the more likely we will be able to help you remedy it.  If you wait until the day before the final exam to come see me about problems, you will not find me to be much help. Your professors want you to do well in classes, but we cannot help you if you won’t help yourselves.

Date
Topic





Reading


Assignments

1/8
Introduction to the Course



---

1/10
Introduction to Anthropology


R/B Introduction

1/15
NO CLASS

1/17
Origins of Archaeology



Blkbrd #1


1/22
Fieldwork




R/B Chap. 3

PPr #1 assigned

1/24
Fieldwork







PPr #1 due 

1/29
Preservation and Taphonomy


R/B Chap. 2, Blkbrd #2
Book Review handed out
1/31
Preservation and Taphonomy


---

2/5
History of Archaeology



R/B Chap. 1, 12

2/7
History of Archaeology



Blkbrd #3

2/12
EXAM 1
2/14
Dating Techniques

PATTERSON
R/B Chap. 4, 

#3 assigned

2/19
Understanding the Environment


R/B Chap. 6 

2/21
Understanding the Environment
PATTERSON
R/B Chap. 7

 #3 due,  #6 assigned

2/26
NO CLASS









2/28
NO CLASS

3/5
Mortuary analysis and Bioarchaeology

R/B Chap. 11, Blkbrd #4
#6 due 

3/7
Mortuary analysis and Bioarchaeology

---




3/12
Material Culture


PATTERSON
R/B Chap. 8 



3/14
Material Culture 




---


#7 assigned

3/19
Origins of Domestication



Blkbrd #5

#7 due

3/21
EXAM 2







3/26
Social Organization



R/B Chap. 5 

#8 assigned 

3/28
Social Organization 



---


#8 due

4/2
Trade and Exchange

PATTERSON
R/B Chap. 9 

Review due
4/4
Migration and Mobility



Blkbrd #6 

#10 assigned

4/9
Ideology and Ritual



R/B Chap. 10 

#10 due

4/11
Identity, Gender & Ethnicity


--- 


#11 assigned

4/16
Why do societies collapse?


R/B Chap. 12 

#11 due 

4/18
Why do societies collapse?


--


#12 assigned

4/23
Public Archaeology and Historical Preservation
R/B Chap. 14

#12 due, Hand out exam
4/30
TAKE HOME EXAM 3 due by 4pm in my mailbox
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