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History 378: Indians in North American History, to 1830
T/Th: 8:30-9:50
Berkey Hall, Rm.209

Professor Susan Sleeper-Smith
Office: 311 Berkey Hall
Office Hours:  Tuesday: 3:00-5:00
e-mail: sleepers@msu.edu

Description:
This course focuses on the history of Indian peoples from precontact to the early nineteenth century.  
We explore the social landscape of North America before the arrival of Columbus.  First, we focus on 
the Southwest and then we look towards the Mississippi and Ohio River valleys to explore the densely populated precontact villages of that region, paying particular attention to Cahokia.  Most Indian people faced east, but did not live in the east, when encounter changed the world.   Until the arrival of Columbus, the largest populations were located in the center of the country.   We begin with how the fur trade impacted the existing trade networks that spanned the continent, how the desire for furs shaped the competition for colonies in the Americas, and how the Indians controlled the exchange process in the Great Lakes.  Then, we turn to examine the impact of disease and how the establishment of “settler colonies” along the Atlantic coast depended on Indians for their survival.  We focus first on the Iroquois and then return to the Great Lakes to study the Shawnee.  The increased confiscation of Indian lands led to a migratory process that dramatically increased the population of the Ohio River valley and led to the Seven Years’ War.  This war, which transferred French lands into British hands transformed the continent.  It impacted Indians and also paved the way for the English colonies to rebel against Britain.  We look at Indian involvement in the Revolutionary War but our primary emphasis is on the Seven Years’ War and why it changed who would control North American lands.  We conclude the semester by exploring the language of assimilation created by the Early Republic of Washington and Jefferson and examine how it imposed more extreme forms of colonialism on American Indian peoples.  It is in understanding how these diverse events unfolded in this early North Atlantic world and how they have been misremembered that we can more fully appreciate why it is difficult for people to resolve the position of Indians in the Americas.

 Course Requirements:  

This course requires the submission of one midterm, one final examination, and one research paper.  Your midterm, final, and research paper are each worth one-third of your grade in this course.  Students are required to attend class, absences must be substantiated by a note of a physician or from the Olin Health Center.  More than three absences will impact your grade.

Required Textbooks: 
	David E. Stuart, Anasazi America, University of New Mexico Press
James Axtell, The Indian Peoples of Eastern America, Oxford University Press
	Anthony F.W. Wallace, The Death and Rebirth of the Seneca, Vintage Books
	Stephen Warren, The Shawnees and Their Neighbors, 1795-1870, University of Illinois Press 
	Colin Calloway, The Scratch of a Pen, Oxford University Press
 Suggested Textbooks:
	
	Jean M. O’Brien, Dispossession By Degrees, University of Nebraska Press
               Juliana Barr, Peace Came in the Form of a Woman, University of North Carolina Press
	James F. Brooks, Captives & Cousins,  University of North Carolina Press


Research Paper Guidelines:
The research paper is due at the beginning of the semester, rather than at the end.  You will be given a full week off from classes to work on your research.  On Thursday, September  17, the class will meet in the library for a research informational seminar.  This class will gather in the rear of the library, in the browsing collection, which is adjacent to the circulation desk and the instructor, librarian Mike Unsworth, will lead us to the instructional classroom.  You will have the following week, September 22th and 24th to gather and analyze your research.  Students will prepare both written and oral reports of their research .  Your written reports are due on Thursday, October 1 and students will present oral reports the week of October 6th.
All students will do their research on either the ancient city of Cahokia or on another  precontact site.   Your reports must be your own, original research.  Topics and books will be suggested to students on a separate hand-out and you must inform the professor of your topic by September 10th.  Topics must be pre-approved before you begin your research.  Topics can be submitted and approved prior to September 10th, you will be provided a listing of alternative topics. 
All written research papers should be 12 to 15 pages in length, double-spaced and must contain endnotes to demonstrate the full range of sources you utilized in your paper.  You must include only scholarly sources (those substantiated by footnotes) and you must include at least 3-5 monographs and 9-12 scholarly articles.  Your paper can contain no more than one on-line source from the web.  You may, however, access scholarly articles through the electronic resources of our library.
	All academic work must be completed by the student to whom it is assigned.  If a student copies from an on-line source without citing the specific source (either in text or on-line format) the student will receive a failing grade in the course.  

FERPA Guidelines:
	Under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act instructors may no longer place papers, graded exams, or other assessed materials in publicly accessible places.  If you have questions about the policy please consult the registrar’s website for additional information.  Your papers will be available in my office, 311 Berkey Hall, both during and following the semester.  I direct the CIC-AISC office and it is staffed by graduate students who will be glad to assist you, if I am not there.   The office is open Monday through Thursday from 9 to 4. 


COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

Week 1:
	Thursday, September 3:  Film:  Sun Dagger

Week 2:
	Tuesday, September 8:   Anasazi America:  pages 1-106
Thursday, September 10:  Anasazi America: pages 107-124

Week 3:
Tuesday, September 15:  Anasazi America: pages 125-203
Thursday, September 17:  Library Research Day, Report to Library,
	Meet at the Browsing Collection, Adjacent to Circulation Desk at Red Cedar Entrance

Week 4:
	Tuesday, September 22:  Library Research Day 
Thursday, September 24:  Library Research Day

Week 5:
Tuesday,  September 29:   Article:  “Rethinking the Fur Trade:  Cultures of Exchange in a North
 	Atlantic World.”
Thursday, October 1:  WRITTEN RESEARCH PAPERS DUE;  Lecture:  Impact of Disease, Reading from Crosby’s ColumbianExchange  

Week 6:
Tuesday, October 6 :  Oral Presentations
Thursday, October 8:  Oral Presentations

Week 7:
Tuesday, October 13:  Indian Peoples of Eastern America: Article 15, “Particular Iroquois Friends,” pp.37-41;  Chapter 3, “Love and Marriage” pp.71-102.
	Thursday, October 15: Indian Peoples of Eastern America: Chapter 4, “Working,” pp.103-139
 
	
Week 8:
	Tuesday, October 20:   Indian Peoples of Eastern America, “Peace and War,” 141-170.	
Thursday, October 22:  Midterm Examination 

Week 9:
	Tuesday, October 27:   Film:  “We Shall Remain: After the Mayflower ”
	Thursday, October 29: Death and Rebirth of the Seneca, 3-76 

Week 10:  
	Tuesday, November 3:  Death and Rebirth of the Seneca, 76-237
	Thursday, November  5:  Death and Rebirth of the Seneca, 239-337 

Week 11: 
Tuesday, November 10:  Ohio River Valley, Environmental Landscapes
Thursday, November 12:  Shawnees and Their Neighbors, 1-42 

Week 12:
Tuesday, November 17:   Shawnees and Their Neighbors, 43-96 
	Thursday, November 19:  Shawnees and Their Neighbors, 97-173

Week 13:  
	Tuesday, November 24:  Film:  War That Made America, Part I

Week 14:
	Tuesday, December 1:  Scratch of a Pen,  Introduction, Chapters  1 & 2:  pp. 3-65
	Thursday, December 3:  Scratch of a Pen, Chapters 3 & 4: pp.66-112

Week 15:
	Tuesday, December 8:  Scratch of a Pen, Chapters 5, 6, 7 & Epilogue, pp.112-172
	Thursday, December 10:  “Washington, Jefferson, and Federal Indian Policy”


FINAL EXAMINATION:  Wednesday, December 16, 7:45-9:45
